Village of New Athens
Committee of the Whole Meeting
11/24/25
6:30 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Arlene Geppert. Those in attendance were John Feder, Rich Stoops and Ryan Heinecke. 

Streets and Alleys – Nothing to discuss.

Finance and Audit – The tax levy was supposed to be discussed but no one knew what to do with it, so it was said to discuss at board meeting.

Water and Sewer – Trustee Feder said there was another water main break on S. Clinton St. Chris Remick is to meet with Volkert Engineering to see what it would cost to have new pipes installed for two blocks. It was noted that there have been quite a few breaks in that area in the past several years and some of it is held together with clamps. Feder said that Remick mentioned a grant through the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency that may have a forgiveness clause.

Personnel – Trustee Feder said that Chris Remick put in his resignation this week. He took a position with the Village of Freeburg. Feder said that Newbold would like to get an advertisement on Facebook and in the local papers.

Trustee Feder said that Remick is recommending we hire Ralph Boden in the superintendent’s position. Remick offered to stay on for the sewer treatment plant to sign off on the reports and other paperwork for $600.00 per month.

Feder said he would reach out to Tyler Liefer to ask some questions regarding this or check into a company that does it.

Trustee Stoops said that Remick told him that his biggest problem was with the campgrounds. Trustee Geppert said that Remick took the work cell phone on vacation with him and had several calls for the campground. 

Public Property and Parks – Nothing to discuss.

Cemetery – Nothing to discuss.

Ordinance – The public works mutual aid resolution was discussed. Trustee Geppert stated that Nancy was going to rewrite the resolution that was added to the agreement. Trustee Stoops suggested dismissing the whole thing since this was Remick’s big thing and he will no longer be here. It was decided to hold off until the next committee meeting.

Improvement and Grants – Trustee Stoops said he still has not heard anything from the County regarding the park grant. It was noted that it may be some time in December before they contact us.

Public Safety – Trustee Geppert said that the Code Red system is down. It was on the news that they had a cyber-attack.

Trustee Feder said the Board needs to look into different car cameras for the police department. They do not work together with the body cameras. It was decided to discuss it further at the next committee meeting.

Trustee Heinecke said that Officer Ottens told him that the cameras that the Village purchased from Marissa are outdated. He said that he told Chief Buehler he should have purchased them through Axon. Heinecke stated that Ottens also said a lot of our equipment is outdated.
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Trustee Stoops said that he has had quite a few people approach him regarding a certain police officer who is targeting people. He said there is a text group that lets each other know when a particular officer is on duty.

Trustee Feder stated that Trustee Fitzgerald wants the bar to be fined for overserving.

Marina – Nothing to discuss.

Other Business – Trustee Geppert noted that they each had a request from the New Athens High School After Prom Committee for a donation. No discussion was had at this time.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:20 p.m.

									Arlene Geppert
									Vice President

									Nancy Ritter
									Village Clerk
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Trustee Feder said that he would l ike to do a way with the tow fees.  He stated that Chief  Bu ehler said  even if they don ’ t  charge the fees they will still tow veh icles.   Feder thin ks we  are  paying  the att orney too much.  This will be discussed further at the next  committee  meeting.  
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